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Mrohaung.   From this time the Buddhist kings of Arakan added
Muhammadan designations to their names.

Mrohaung is situated in the rocky plain forming the watershet
between the Lemru (Anjanadi) and the Kaladan rivers. There was
& great deal of architectural activity in Mrohaung during the^!5th
and 16th centuries A.D. and the best temples and sculptures of
Aiukan, all Buddhist, and made of stone, belong to these two
centuries. Mrohaung remained the capital up to 1785 when Arakan
was conquered by Burma and became a province of this kingdom.

4.   THE RISE OF ARIMARDANAPURA
t
Popular philology derives the tribal name Burman from the
Sanskrit word Brahma, invested with a sacred character. It seems
to be more probable, however, that Mramma (var. Myamma) was
the original ethnic appellation of a -branch of the Tibeto-Dravidian
tribe who settled in Burma and ultimately gave its name to the
whole country and its peoples of diverse origin. It has been suggested
that the name of the tribe was derived from the Brahmaputra river,
on whose banks it lived for a long time.
The Burmese chronicles refer to the Mrammas and the Pyus as
branches of the same race, but >this may be doubted. The affinity,
if there were any, must be of a remote character. The Mrammas
were a rude unlettered people, without any knowledge of writing,
even when the Hinduised Pyu kingdom and civilisation flourished at
Srlkshetra (near Prome), and there is nothing to indicate that they
attained to any considerable political power long before the llth
century AJX Far from the Pyus and the Mrammas coalescing to
give birth to the united Burmans, as the chronicles would have us
believe, the Mrammas seem to have borrowed the essential elements
of civilisation, such as religion, language and literature from the
alien Mons conquered by them, and not from the Pyus. This seems
to indicate that the Mrammas had little in common with the
Hinduised Pyus, and that the civilisation of the latter was a spent
up force before the llth century A.D. when the Mrammas gained
political ascendancy in the territories once occupied by them.
In the light of what we know about the Pyus the legendary
account of the early Hinduised kingdom in Tagaung should be held
as applicable to the Pyu rather than to the Mramma.
How and when the Mrammas first attained political importance
we do not know. It is probable that when the. rule of the Pyus m
Upper Burma was weakened by the raids of Nan-chao, the Mr
found fheir opportunity to establish independent authority.